Moſes and i Aaron; || 


|KING || 


PRIEST 


By the Author- of the Examination of Tile- 
nuns before the Triers.,. in: the: time of 
the late Rebellion. 


20 PSAL 77. the laſt. 
hou ' leddeft thy people like a flock, by the 
hand of Mon and Aaron. 
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1 SAM: 24:5: 
And it came to, paſs | afterward, that 
_ Davids beart ;ſnagte him , becauſe be 
had cut off Sanls Skirt. 


—*He' Seryice of this day. is deſigned to 

| celebrate'the glorious Memory of King 

| Charles the Martyr. Yet he was arraign- 

ed as a MalefaQor, and a high Court of Juſtice 
was erected for his Trial, A Court that was 
no- ways 'High, but in Guilt and Impi- 
Hente: © No way capable of the Title of 
Juſtice, * but' by an Antiphraſis; becauſe 
it was fo. eminently unjuſt, as well in it's 
illegal Conſtitution , as in their direful 
_ proceedings againſt their Royal Soveraign. 
Yet before this Court he is Ted, even as. 
a Lamb to the Slaughter ; *and_.the Scene is 
dreſs'd'up, with all the formalities of a legal: 
Trial, that he might with the better Grace 
{2 Vie Fe A 2 be 


[3] 
be mocked out of his life, by a Pageantry 
of Juſtice. | | 

But whether ſuch Barbarous attempts 
upon the Perſon of a King, by his own 
Liege People, be warrantable in the fight 
of Heaven, will be beſt decided by the wote 
and prafice of a worthy ſubje&, who was 
a great - ſufferer, under the Power of a Sewere 
Soveraign 3 yet himiglf a greet Prince, and 
a Stout Souldier, and a man after Gods own 
heart. Aud upon this Accompt I have made 
choice of this Text, | for the ſubzet of my 
Diſcourſe at this time,  d4nd it came to paſs 
afterward, that Davids heart ſmote him, be- 
cauſe he had cut off Sauls Skirt. 

Which words do intimate, 1. Temptation, 
and, 2. declare the Iſſue of it. The Temp- 
* tation was, To deſtroy Saul, his Royal 
Soveraign : 2. The Iſſue of it was, an AG of 
Policy, with his Remorſe and Repentnce for 
It. 
The firſt words of the Text do refer us 
to the Temptation : And it came to paſs af 
terward. The latter do report the Iſſue : Da- 
vids heart ſmote bim , av be bad cut off 
Sauls Shirt. PIRe 

In the firſt, we ſhall conſider-the ſtrength 


of 


Oracle; . to make way 'and lay c 


[3J' 
of the. Temptation ;--ihow it | was, fortified, 
with what force 'of argument it; was, armed, 
and with what vigour of Importanity it' was 
managed, /to allault him), ';7 7 1 
Ja the ſecond we ſhall obſerve two.things.- 
1. What David did, He ct of the Skirt 
of Sauls Military Robe. - -Þi 
2. What he ſuffered, Hzs heart: mote hive 
for it. | 8 01192 1603 - 4973 p-- 
1.. Fhe Temptation came upon hin. (as 
the wiſe-man obſerves Poverty to come up- 
on the ſlothtul, ) : like ar armed man ; and 
did moſt impetuoully. aflault him upon. ma- 
ny accompts. For there was a mighty Prg- 
vocation, and a ſeeming neceſſity : and ad- 
vantagious Providence and a fair opportunity, 
a cleer Title to the Crown and a pretended 
25 to 1t, 
Theſe were very plauſible arguments, and 
there wanted not a Combination of Agita- 
rors,ora pathetical Importynity to inforcethem, 5 Prerrcun, 


eſt etzim 


, Conſultationem, 


a {pecious kind of necellity py which quod txhorta= 
tionts verſuta 


hath no Law to govern it. The implacable ,;;., iu.- 


: | bat ... /t t . fi 
malice of Saul, and his frequent Machi- /: {otic 


nations tO Sclimy David, | without ; any #nconcuſon. 


. 


. Chryſoſt.H 
cauſe or colour of gffence, - were. a-mighty we Þ aide «: 


pro- + inttre 


[4]. 
provocation. - His 'malice being wilful and 
of this complexion, no - duty of Davids 
could: poſlibly either oblige or fatisfie. Saul 
was haunted with an evil Spirit. ' And when' 
the fit'was upon him, none could be found 
ſo'able''to apply 'an_effectual remedy as Da- 


v. Chap 18.& id; he is earneſtly invited to attend, the 


19. 


charmes of his hand: and harp do becalm 
the diſtemper, that did affli& him ; yet ſo 
ignoble, ſo mean, fo vile-was his malfce, he 
paies his Phyfician-and muſick with a Fave- 
lin. The ___ ; beaſts 1s' not half ſo fierce 
and raging * The Lion may be made gen- 
tle, 'and kindneſs will oblige him; where 


he meets with a due fubmiſlſion, he will 


exerciſe a Princely Clemency : But ſuch 
was'the - perverſe humour of this Kimg of 


| Iſrael, *no-daty m Devid, no worthy per- 


formance - 'conld mitigate his” dilpleaſure': 
Davids. pradence did increaſe his jealouly ; 
his merits did-inflame-his 'ertvy, and his beſt 
Services did the” -mote'\rrirage his' malice. 
When David - condudted (hib' fortes by his 
own order, his' beſt | ;ſucceſs 'became 
not only a matter of ſuſpicion, but a crime, 
as''if ix had big an attempt of Treaſon to 
defeat his” enemies.” "Bur the'tnoſt 'unreaſon« 
able 


15] 
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Geds [ei rn and- bleſſing, in, his ,coter- 
rizes 3 he was afraid of Dead, depend the I Sam. 1812, 
- 4.was with: bim... But it .1s..thy 
Hr wicked man',,. 9 carry. ' the 510f1.4 
axe, . towards Almighty . God, "heeay e 1s 
wants. that of a. dutiful Pore a | blogs "Sfp 
Vank,,, Cx ) Shit 95 : 
P cher. 1 ,Were, opt. Fe hy 
Shame. or Policy, 5. once . be .,was. xelglyed 
not. to; ingage his own: hand. >. -(Barbarous 
an. AQ,.. as the, murthering Jp. 2 ;he = 
ſigns xerefore to | 
and to, ruine him, in the way of i General Ityr » Sam-t8.135 
by does adyance him ta,be. a Captain: in his As 
Army, bur. -it. is with Deſign to.chaye him 
cut. off; by the ſword of the Ts 1ThEn 
he. gives; him his hter in marriage, ithat *$-19-21- 
his bed might became |a ſnare. to:him,; for ' 
his intent was,. He Davids life ſhould pay 
for- ber dowry. en, theſe, Neſigns and 
the, attempts. of ines, "had, ;Fhrough 
Divine Providence, come improſperous -: 
And when Davids incounters with the Phi- 
liftins, had out of hazard brought him Ho- 
nour, out of 26a numph. Then - Saul 


re- 


reſolves to-a& that- part himſelf which was maſt 
proper for ſo-ill a'nature, the part of'a Ty. 
rant and* a Butcher, And then he purſues 
him in. his 'own Perſon, as x Partridg upon 
the thountains ; 'and many ſetters wee tn 
floyed and watchful' to: intrap-him: But 
Divine Providence was ever ready to. ftep- 
into- his reſcue ;- for one _— dl arreſted 
in lis purſuit, by the Spirit of Prophely. 
DR Cale Toner; Aadther wide b: 
is diverted Þy. the incurſion of ' the Phzliftins 
Mtohis Teritories.. And” thus the All-wiſe 
God: does 'brdi? 'the-attermpes of ' malicious 
encmics to. He Aibſervient? To His 6wn oper- 
tiling Power,” for the ſafety of the faithful; 
bat this  re[pite; from- Perſecution was of no 
long continmance. The Philiftins.are noſooner 
retired; but ike an ynwearred Blood-hound 
Saul tak&s the fcent afreſh, and follows. this 
innocent Lamb; as if he had bin a beaſt of 
prey.z nor cat} the* deſolate: wilderneſs ſe- 
, cure him / apanſt'' his*caniſeleſs' Tndignarion. 

He 'does march" up" fgch, craggy- tocks. and 

monntains 'as "threaten: the Njed-valke 
with their prominency, and ſtrike terrour 
Into the paſſenge Jih the Ber of their 
fallmg; monntams that*were afmoſt 'in- 
. acceſli- 


| 

acccſibble,; affording :;no ordinary paſſage, but 

for wild Goats. His rage was ſo deſperate, 44 air. cp. 
his malice ſo deadly, , no danger could dif. 
courage, . no difficulty could fipp him.. - He 

does expoſc bimig]f and his whole Army to a 

perilous expedition, that he might quench 

bis inſatiable thirſt after the innocent blood 

of a maſſſ}worthy Son:and. Subje&.*Now,yV im 

vi repellere, what more frequent ? . Noth por 

the yery Law of Nature warrant the Pratice, 

To repell force with force 2 If David had made 

a virtue of this neceſſity, and ſtretcht out 

his hand to, take away the lite of ſuch. a_ma- » 
licious Aggreſſer, in his own defence ; ſurely 

the. Argument of Self-preſervation was plea- 

dable in his juſtification ; eſpecially; if Provi- 

dence falls in to ſecond. this .neceſſity, as it 


#* * 


did-here ; which. brings a;fxeſh ſupply to the 


. 


farce of the Temptation. E 


2. There was'it ſeems, about Enged a vaſt 
Cave, where the Shepherds were wont to ſe- 
cure their Flocks, againſt the. ſcorching: Sun, 
. * > 345 BR1[!J oath Di gd ILL $43 LAd.L ib 
and ravenous wild beaſts; thither ala WAS 
retired.to ſhelter himſelf and that imall par- 
ty, which was his Guard, While the Kings 
( $ F* SS 3 15 24-3 is 1391 
Army wag. upon their, March, Divine Provi- 
dence, which oyer-rules Nature, and ſteers 
"= S" ». 
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cfie aftions of Princes, direds Saul into this 
Cave, whether to take his reſt, or to relieve 
nature ſome other way is uncertain. Hereup. 
on David's 'Officers are animared to tell him, 


: 


that ri6w'he nds: ut y to make that 
Cave the ſlavghter-houſe” and tomb of his 
deadly Enemy. They tell him: chat, to ſhake 
hands with ſuch a Providence is to (Me leave 
of it.; nor to_ embrace _it were to flight it ; 
niot to. follow it were to: croſs it, and the 
ready way to. proyoke God to wink at his 
deſtrution, who. had watched. ſo long care. 
fully for his ſafety. What the Prophet [aid to 
Abb, in the 'nanie of the Lord; after he had 
diſmiſſed Benbadad his deadly enemy, whom. 
the Lord'had delivered” into his hands : Be. 
cauſe thou haſt let go dnt of thy hands a, man 
whom I appointed” to- _ | > rip gt theres 
ve thy life ſhall go for his life, and thy people 
F. be pple, To this effe& did thoſe A 7. 
tors of David's Army argue, in reſpe& of 
Szul. And to-inforce the Argument and, the 
Temptation, $0 
"9, They alledy an Oracle; which in their 
opinion had: devuted Saul to deſtruftion, as 
 a'Satrifice to-Divine Juſtice , and their own 
' Peate-offering, For the men of David faid'un- 
to 


. 


1 King. 20.42+- 


NAS 


£97 
to him, Behold the day, of which the Tatd ſaid 
to thee, Behold I will deliajer thine enemy. into 
thy hand, that thou mayft do to him as it fhall 
zem good unto thee. Where and when, anc iy 
whom this Oracle was delivered is uncertain, 
whether by Gad, or by Nathan,or by Same) ; 
but ſuch an Oracle they pretend David had 
received, to ſupport and comfort him in his 
Perſecutions;/ and he had .made report: of 
it to his followers to encourage chem. to ad- 
here firmly'to him. And time and providence 
being the beſt interpreters of ſuch predictions, 
they took the confidence upon this occaſion, 
fo plead that it might/be put in practice. Q- 
therwiſe not+ to 'a&t wpbn ſuch a warrant, 
would þe an inexeuſable remiſneſs, if not a 
ſtupid cowardice and diſobedience, It would 
be a means to offend and provoke God,' to 
negle& his own Jite and fatcty, and to wrong 
them his moſt faithful ſervants. . | 


4- That they had adviſed Dawid to kill verſ. ts. 


Faul is evident, and without doubt they uc- 
ged the execution with much imporrunity, as 
well for their owfv eaſe; as for'their Maſters 


reſcue. They had been his conſtant. Compa- 
nions in his travels, in his..cxile, in his. du- 


rance 3 many + hard march, -many-a hungry 
B 2 - meal 


[ 10 ] 
meal had they endured under his Condu&R; to 
attend and guard his perſon'; \ many hazards 
had rhey run, and many dangers had they ef- 
caped; and now they carried their lives ..in 
their hands, 'while 'they were. lrocly' purſued 
by an enraged\[Prince, and a puilfant Army. 
Though David's lite was the main quarry that 
was hunted after, yet they were. part of the 
Covie, and-it was. the common game'to-make 
them 'prey and 'booty-afwell-as their /Maſter. 
They could not but-long tobe reſcned{out of 
this jeopardy ;- To return home and1ir quiet- 
ly-under their own vines, and:enyoy their dear 
Relations:Fhis was a. very. deſifable ſansfaci- 
on'; 'but not: to be hoped for ſo long as Said 
was ſo:implacable. And their ſad experience 
had convinced them, his malice was ſo mor- 
tal it was not. to. be extinguiſhed but with his 
life. 'Nor did they-defire to preſs David's ten- 
derne(s or generoſity ſo far'as-20/pur the office 
of an executioner upon him-:. They.defired 
but his Order,. nay his:leawe had been ſuffici- 
ent -warrant;toi themrto attempt his reſeue with 
their 'own. And being: thns redeemed out, of 
his enemies hand, and. out of his Juriſdicjon 
too, this would haye been a Crowning Mercy 
unto.Dav;d;;;andibave putiitcablohucly imo 

= e his 


[ 18; 7] 
his power to reward their honeſt and ſuffes- 
ing Loyalty. Therefore if not out of love to 


| himlelt, yet out of kindneſs and a grateful 
compliance with, them, he was obliged to li- 


ften to their counſel. For though careleſs of 
his own fafety, yet to betray theirs was inhu- 
manity ; 1t his own life were not dear to him, 
yet(when he has the remedy in his own hands, 


and may ſo: ealily prevent it) to let them ſtill 


dwell in danger, was ſuch a piece of impro- 
vidence as was not pardonable in a Soldier 
and a'General ; being inhanſcd. by a double 


_ guilt. 1.0f unkindneſs,and 5. ingratitude. And 


theſe united Grievances. might amount to ſo 


high a provocation, as to beget a mutiny in 


hig party, and induce them to conſult. their 
own peace, and. leave him to ſhift for hin- 
ſelf, 

5. And no doubt they did inforce the 
temptation further upon the account of his ti- 
tle to the Crown; and. ſo twiſted his inte- 
reſt into the, argument together. with their 
own, David was the Lords: Anointed, and de- 
clared Heir-Apparent to. the Kingdom by.a 
ſentence from Heaven. God. (lay they) has 
intaiFd the. Crown upon thee, and wilt thou : 


be, ſa tame as to, ſuffer, Gods. declared enemy 
; to. 


(12 ] 
-to cut off that intail,by taking away thy life, 

'before thou eanſt inherit? Saul knaws y 
'Veſ..39. . well upon whom the Crown is to deſcend; ſo 
that: in ſeeking to deſtroy thee he fights 4. 
gainſt God , and attempts to croſs the De. 
crees of Heaven, and to fruſtrate the Coun. 
ſel of the moſt High. To fight againſt him 
therefore 1s to fight the Lords battel ; to re. 
move him is the way to accompliſh Gods re. 
vealed will together with his ſecret Benepla. 
citure, and to eſtabliſh thy ſelf according to 
Gods Ordinance. Sant hath rendred himſelf 
unworthy of the Crown, and unfit to go. 
yern; he hath ruin'd himſelf and the whole 
Kingdom : barbarouſly ſlain the' Prieſts and 
Servants of the Lord, and ſpared thoſe ene. 
mies whom the Lord had expreſly devoted to 
 deſtruftion. We have the Prophets declarati. 
1 82m, 11-12, on, That the Lord 3 departed from him ; That 

£3, 47s h ' . ; , N 
be hath rejebted bim, and rent away his King. 

dom and given it unto thy ſelf. 

When he is diveſted of his Princely Pow. 
er, and Regal Majeſty, and the Crown ferled 
upon thy head by an'Aft of Heayen; not to 
aſſert thine own right and title is more than an 
cffeminate weakneſs, it can be no leſs than a 
ſupine ſtupidity. And has the holy Oyl' becn 

poured 
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poured npon thy head to ſo little purpoſe ? If 
that Oyl has made thy perſon ſacred, has it. 
added no vigour, no aftivity to thy ſpirit ? 
He that has given- thee- the Crown hath 
given thee the ſword alſoto ſecure and guard 


| it; and not to- draw it in'thy own defence is 


to receive it in vain, Give ſome proof of thy 
Frincely Proweſs and Magnanimity,and ſuffer: 
not thy Title tobe any longer ſubject to diſ- 
pute or queſtion, Lay hold apon thepreſent 
opportunity, which a happy Providence hath 
put into thy hand; and let this day be the pe-- 
riod of his reign,that'tt may be the commence-. 
ment of thy own. ' Thele we may imagine 
were the Arguments which: Davids Servants 
had mnſtered up to ſtrengthen their tempta-- | 
tion, when they did advance the propoſition. 
to alſau]t his-Loyalfy. WE: 

And now behold the Philoſophical modera- 
ration of Davids ſpirit. Behold a Confli&, a 
Victory, a Crown and Triumph. That Cave was 
the field; and rhe Combare was wonderful ; 
David wreſtles, and Anger played the Cham- 
pion. Sant was the matter of the Combate, 
God the ſpeQator and the judg. Whar a ſharp 


Conflit was here betwixt Senſe and Reaſon, 


Self love & Loialty,kindne(s rowards his ſutfer- 
| 1 ng s 


[4] 


' ivg friends, and allegiance towards: his dread. 


Soveraion? But David was as firm and ſted.. 
faſt as a Roek in his reſolved integrity, Nei. 
ther the memory of foxmer ſufferings, nor the 


' ſenſe of preſent ſtreights, nor the fear of fu. 


I Sam. 16. 21. 


Z Sam. 18, I,. 


ture dangers, nor the. ſolitude .of King Saul, 
nor the imporunity of his own ;party, nor the 
hopes of impunity, nor the poſſeſſion of. the 
Kingdom upon the death-of Sarl, could pre. 
vail with him-to avenge himſelf,” or ſhake. his 
ſtedfaſt Loyalty. . s | 

This victory was more glorious than his tri. 
umph: over the Giant, "the proud Phjliſtine; 
for there he ſubdued but a ſingle enemy ,. but 
here - he conquered himſelf and his whole 
Army. SauPs life was precious in David's 
eyes, and he did abhor. to kill him. Nor was 
this Policy in David, but Conſcience; , That 
which was Saul's fear, was his beſt ſecurity. He 
was afraid of David, becauſe God was with 
him. And why fo 2 God doth reſtrain the ſpi- 
rit of” Princes: And be it was, that  bridled up 


| the ſpirit of David. As TFoſeph in another 


caſe, How ſhall I do this great wickedneſs and 
ſin. againſt, God ? Such a wickedneſs David 
deemed it;to take away Sanl's life ; and there- 
fore when' he had him at another time ar the 

| like 
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like advantage, he gave this charge to his 
Captain Abiſhai, Deflroy bim nox, for who 1516.5. 
can firetch forth his hand againſt the Lords 
Anointed, and be guiltleſs £ {1 


0bj. But this Prince 'was wilful, mercileſs, |_ 
jW md f* nog | - 7. Agitator. 
and a Thrant. | 

$ol. We are obliged to be dutifal, Not on- ,., 
ly to the juſt and. gentle, bit alſo to the moreſe 
and froward, And if 1 be. under a violent 
perſecution, itis not lawful for. me, . vim 
vj repitllere, *to' incounter force with force ; 
but when the Agereflor is tny equal of felfow- 
ſubje& : And then it iſt! Be .done, . cunt 
inculpate tazels, when 1 cah make no ef: 
ape by flight, ' and have no" cher way for 
my defence. "But my Prince has his Autho- 
rity over me from-Heaven  , and therefore 
| muſt be ſubje@ to him, out of Conſcience, 
1s fir the Livds ſake. The fiword is Put in- 
to his, hand 'by Almighty, God; and\ for 
any private Perſon, or an Club of Tubje&s, * Hobepta 
to wreſ it ou, s 2 double Ukarparion. They an 
do invade Gods Svwieignty, who fay,, Yer: orci 
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26.) 
we will.be our own. Repeeſs Irs, and defend 
: our ſelves : a the order of God-and Man, 
we deſervedly forfeit the ProteQion of them 
both... |... * SIO 


0bj. But that Power, which God had put 
Into this Prince's hands to inable him to Pro- 


; Per.z.r7., it our duty to ſuffer. . And it is better, if 


eſſed are they that are perſecuted for 

righteouſneſs ſake. You are not left without 

Mat.c.1o., A precedent; For the joy. that was ſet before 
1 Per-3-14- bar, Chriſt himſelf . was pleaſed, to ep- 
2ob.re. v.z, Anre the Croſs and deſpiſe the ſhame. And he 
left us an example that we ſhould not avenge 

our. ſelyes,but follow his fleps in Obedience un- 

'Pct.2.23,23, © blood, committing both our cauſe and our ſeloes 
CO ET .c yiT4 I K3GIST Es <1 #4) \- Gb $1t+ 13) 
| to him, who. j#dgeth. righteonſly.. And this was 


exactly. 


icring, he. is well. able to reward thee for 
it. BI 


ff | 
/ 
/ 


\ 


% 


\ 
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exatly Davids Practice. The Lord judg be. * San24.rz, 
tween me and thee, and' the Lord 'avenge me "; 
of thee ; . but mine hand ſhall not be. upon 

thee. As ſaith the Proverbs of the Antients, 

Ab impiis egredietur! impietas,, (which/is, n. cav; 
an argament, quod 'impium' eft fe uloiſci:) 
wickedneſs proceedeth from the wicked , © but 

mine hand ſhall not be upon thee. This was 

his profetſion- unto Saul; and his complaint 

to Almighty -God was to the ſame effe& ; 

Princes , 9A perſecuted me without a cauſe, Pal.ug. v. 
but my beart ſtands in aw of thy word. Om 
0bj. But the Souldiers do here: remind © 

David of ſomething that had bin delivered 
by God himſelf in favour of their preten- 

ſions. | 110 

Sol. When Souldiers turn Preachers, every 
AQ of Providence | that ſeems to favour 
their deſigns, ſhall: be the voice of God; 
every opportunity to do miſchief to ſuch as 
'they oppoſe, ſhall be interpreted a com- 
mand from Heaven to do it. And for ought 
appears in the facred'\'Text, there was no- 
thing elſe in their Allegation. Let us grant 
that the Lord had ſaid to Dawid in expreſs 
Terms; Behold, I will deliver thine enemy 
into thy hand : Yet he did| not determin' the 
C 32 Perſon + 
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Ip Perſon; he-did not tell him, That enemy Was 


verCl. 4. 


John 19.11. 


. his Sawereige 1 If he had faid expreſly; Be. 


hold, I will deliver Saul into. thy hand ; Yet, 
what to da, had bin a further queſtion # 
what? to kill him; no, that thou maiſt ao 
ito bij; @s it ſbolf ſeein good to thee. And 
2 loyal heart will Interpret. this of an hap- 
py opfiortunity to ſhew a: ſignal duty and 
kindnes; not take it for''a commiſſion to 
deſtroy .him , againſt ſo many Pregnant In- 


 terdicions to the contrary.” And. this' was 


the ſence and the ſentence of -Dawid ,, and 
he was a Prophet. _ 3th} 001 

123. iFor (the ' argument drawn from Provi- 
dence [it-i$: not) only: irrational: and. unſafe 
but impious. When Judas committed: a 
rape upon; Divine. Providence to gpratifie his 
Avarice, | he-did highly -aggravate his own 
guilt: fo our Bleſſe& Saviour argues the caſe 
before Pilate, Thou 'conldft have no Power 
at all againſt me, except it were given thee 


from above; therefore: be that delivered mie 


unto thee hath the. greater) fin. And ſure Da- 
vid had not taken Divine Providence by 
the right. handle, if he had abuſed it unto 
Parricide ; | As Tong-''as: he: continued fted- 
faſt in. his duty, he might rely upon it, that 


Proyi- 
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Providence was not weary to prote& him, 
but awake to watchover him, and to put 
him into poſſeſſion of the Throne, when- 
ever it ſhould legally become void for him. 
But we cannot offer a greater contumely 
to Almighty God, than to ſet his Provi- 
dence at variance with his Commands, and 
make his Goodneſs contradi& the Juſtice of 
his own Ordinance. If it be Tawful to for- 
fake the plain path of his Commands, to 
follow the maze of Providence; then the 
misfortunes of any Adverſary would be a 
good warrant to deſtroy him, and the rule 
of our' pratice ſhould not be, as the Apoſtle 
hath ſer it; If thy enemy hunger, feed him; 
if he thirſt, give him drink: but thus, If 
thy enemy bunger, ' ftarve hint; if be thirſt, 
give him gall and vinegar, and heap coales 
of fire upon his head : Not to melt him in- 
to a reconcihation and kindne(s, but to con- 
fume him into aſhes. And if this had bin 
warrantable, what had Davids -own: doom 
bin, when he: was forced to flee from the 
face of Abſalom ® when God had put ont 
his Glory, and caft his Throne down to the 
ground 2 | Then the Inference had bir Irre- 
fragable, Perſecnte bim and take him, for there 
| is 


Plal.69.26. 
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3s none to deliver him. But this is ill Logick 
and worle Divinity. 

- —— — Careat ſucceſſibus opto, 

Quiſquis ab eventn fata notanda putet. 

[:er us refle& upon Davids imprecation 
againſt ſuch as follow Providence, - that they 
may add, afiliction' to affliction. Let their 
Table be made a ſnare, and their wellfare a 
trap, pour out thine indignation upon them, 
and let their habitation be deſolate; why ? for 
they perſecute him whom thou baſt ſmitten ; 
and they talk to the grief of thoſe whom thou 
haſt wounded. 

4. Tis true Dawid was anointed to ſuc- 
ceed, but till he was duly put into poſleſlion, 
he was but a Subje: And being heir 
Apparent to the Kingdom, it became him 
ſo much the leſs to be a Traitor to that Crown, 
to which he had fo fair a Tztle. 

5. And to be afflited in the Minority of 
his exaltation, may be of Singular adyan- 
tage to him. The Rod may iſcipſine the Scep- 
ter, and he that has felt how keen the 
ſword is, may learn by that {ad experience, 
to manage 1t ſo much the better; when 
it 1s actually put into his hands by the Lord 
of Hoſts ; he that has praQtiſed obedience in 
the 
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the Paſſive ſence', knows the better how 
ro govern others. The Captain of our Sal- 
vation was made perfet through ſufferings. 
And herem David was to be his Type ; and 
therefore he muſt not aſcend the throne 
upon ſteps made by the' treaſonable ſlaugh- 
ter of his Predeceflor, but be led to it by 
the Croſs, and take Perſecution in the wa 
to his Coronation. And his faithful Servants 
muſt be content to ſuffer with him, that 
they may be advanced and glorified together. 
And thus much of the Agitators plea, and 
of that Combination of Probabilities which 
did. concur to attempt his loyalty, wiz. 
Prowocation and a ſeeming Neceſſity, Predi&tion 
and Providence, Opportunity and a juſt 
Title to the Crown, with the Importunity 
of almoſt forlorn Adherents. 


Ou.” We have the Iſſue of the Temptation 
m two particulars : 


1. In-what David did. 

2. In what he ſaffered: | 

1. He didnot flay him ; he abhorr'd that 
praftice, Sauls life was precious in his eyes. 
But to prevent a further miſchief of his in- 
raged:Souldiers, he aroſe up himſelf, and p: | 
| ofl 


- 


g _ I - 
off the Styrr of his military robe, And he had 
a threefold end in it. 

1. To confute the Calumnies of his ene- 
mies, who had accuſed him for a Traytor ; 
wherefore, ſaith he, doeſt thou give car to 
the inſinuations of thoſe men, who would 
perſwade thee, that David ſeeks thy life ? 
Eggs here by the way we may obſerve, that 

avid does not impute it to SauPs incli- 
nation, (his duty taught him to believe 
the King of himlelf would do no wrong; 
bat to the malice of ſome Sycophants. Be. 
hold, thine eyes ſee, that the Lord hath this 
day delivered thee into my hands, and I was 
adviſed to Kill thee; but mine eye hath ſpa. 
red thee, for I ſaid, T will not put forth my 
hand againſt my Lord, for he is the Lortls 
Anointed. 

2. And hereby he does vindicate His own 
Innocency. As it was a demonſtration of 
Chriſt's Power to make. a reſcue, when the 
Souldiers which came to apprehend him, 
were ſtruck down backward at the dread of 


his preſence: So it was a Demonſtration of 


Davids Innocencie, that he. cut off but Sauls 
skirt, when it was in his Power to cit off 
his life. My Father, ſee the hirt of thy Robe 


att 
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in my, hand. My taking; this only, and not: 
thy life from thee, isa clear evidence, That: 
I have no Treaſon or Malice in my heart 
againſt thee. And David had _ | | 
A Third end 1n it : . [To conwince Sanl of 
the error into which ſome Sycophants had 
miſled him, and to melt him into reconcili- 
ation and kindneſs: And ſo it happened ;.for 
Saul melted inte. tears,' and'-an ingenuous 
acknowledgment of Dawids tender loyalty : 
And it came to paſs when David had” made 
an end of fpeaking theſe words unto Saul, that 
Saul ſaid, . Is this thy voice, my ſon David's 
And Saul lift up his woice, and wept ; and-he 
id to David, Thou art more righteous then 
I; for thou haſt rewarded me good, whereas 1 
bave rewarded thee evil, And thou baſt,,.. 
ſhewed this day how thou haſt dealt well with 
me, for as much as when the Lord had de- 
livered me into thy hand, thou killedſt me not; 
for if a man 'find his. enemy, will he let bim 
go well away? Wherefore the Lord reward 
thee good for that thou baft done unto' methis 
day. This was the firſt, What David did. ''' 
2. What he ſuffered; His heart ſmote 
bim, There was a: palpitation-of: the':heart 
doubtleſs in him,'+ thrangh rhe .commorion 
| D 


of 


fas] 
of his blood-and ſpirits, : and the tumulr of 
his paſſjons, | For hope and. fear, .anger and 
compaſſion, were-in conflict, while :he was 
upon ſuch a hazardous attempt. . But this in. 
the Text, was not a natural :palpitation of the 
heart, but :a- check," nay 8 ſoarp ſtroak of: 
Conſcience. For ſhew me '@ guilty Perſon, 
and I will preſently ſhew-thee his- /z&tor, his 
Tormentor :;;;Shew me a> Traztor; and 1 will 
ſheiw - thee a ey hs ' where: the block; and 
Axe lyes for his' Execution; that is, the Con- 
feience' of the malefacior: Conſcience is the 
Centinel of the: Soul, placed: there to deſery 
the-enemy. upon: his: approach, 'to give us the 
Alarm and notice” of the danger ; If the 
enemy hath ſtoln' upon. us, and entred our 
Quarters by: ſurprize, it 1s his office then to 
check\ us, \\and*'rouſe .us''up 'to' make refiſt- 
ance'and expe] him. - And upon this account, 
and to. this effe& did Davids heart ſmite 
bim. . For | David found* himſelf uilty k 
and the \Rubins ſay, he'was mag, pun- 
hed by :Retaliatron,” when his own gar-. 
ments-wounld.: fot: fetve to keep him warm. 
Yet. others tel 'us he was Innecent, for what 
be did- was: 40:2. goog exd, - and- out of an 
bauefh.aud goed iments. only," fay they, it 

C.] ; 


IS: 
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is: the part- of igeod.- minds. to Tartle at the 
Face of the Serpent, at the appearance of 
evil, and-to fear guilt where really there 
is none to-be found. -:But, by the favour. of 
theſe Ciwil-Adwocates;;' a good. end :\cannot 
ſantifie a bad. afJion : It the fat be ande- 
cent, a good meaning .can never pive it a 
good | Complexion, We : muſt not make 
our; Prince; his! weakneſs: a Fozle to ſet: off 
our own integrity. When Hamw thad cut 
off the garments of his Ambaſſadors, Da- 
vid could . not but reſent 'the affront, and 
was ſo: highly incenſed atiit, 'he::revenged 
it with a-ſharp HoRility. + And' ſhall David 
offer ſuch an indignity to the King his Ma- 
ſter ® ' Kings are jealous of :their: Honours ; ! 
and good (ubjeft 'are modeft upon - that ac- 
count, fearful many-;rimes. to. receive due 
praiſe, . leſt it ſhould beget ſufpition; - and 
raiſe envy, by a miſconſtruction, as if it were 
a means. to-draw the cyes.and hearts. of fub- 
jets from their -Prince-. ts themſelves :'ifor 
this -reaſori Joab when he. had befieged Reb- 
bah and brought it to {o great diſtreſs, it 
could; not hold out :a.. ſtorm ; he {ends to 
his-Prince: to. cone? and take \ithe hononr 
6f the, Conqueſt: ou thetefere gathir _ 

T- ]) 3 re 
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2 Sam. 12.28 reſt of” the P eople #ogether, and encamp againſt 


x Sam.i$.6. 


the City and take 'it, leſt I take the City, and 


- it- be called after my name: It founded ve. 


ry. harſh in SauPs ears, he did'not like the 
muſick ' at all, when the women ſung to 
their Tabrets, Saul hath ſlaiwhis thouſands, 
and David his ten thouſands. For a ſubje& 
to-be eminently proſperous againſt his Princes 
enemies, is not always ſafe he him ; but-to 
attempt any thing againſt his Perſon that 
may leſſen his Grandeur or his Prudence in 
the eſteem or opinion of: his People, is 7nju- 
rious;, and if it be. a matter' of reproach 
to his Royal: Dignity, it: is 'more heinous, 
and amounts to- Treaſon. 
Doſt thou- ſce thy Prince cover his feet- 
( as it 1s ſaid: here of Saxl ) ? Doſt thou ob- 
ſerve any thing #ndecent in his converſation? 
Fhou mayeſt have: a loyal heart, no deſign 
to deſtroy-him ; bur:draw not out the ſword of 
a virulent tongue, to cut off bis okirt (to 
diminiſh his due eſteem-and: ſplendonr ), to 
curtail his. Robe of: Defence. and Dignity; 
the - wealth, and ſtrength, and” honour, and 
reputation of: a, Prince; for his Prudence; 
ſaffice Valour, and other Virtues, are as 
ts Military. Robe ;. They do clothe, defend, 
Ee” and: 


Ml 
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and adorn his Majeſty, It any paſſion or 
temptation hath prevailed with- thee to 
cut off any Skzrt of this Robe, to eclipſe o 


. 3mpair any of thy Princes Intereſt ; Recolle& 


thy ſelf, and refle&t upon: the: offence, and 


let thy heart ſmrite thee ; and: as a: fruit of 
thy trae repentance, ſtudy to- make amends 


for it. So did David, confregit wiros ſuos ; 
His Party were bent to murder Saul, but he 
broke their obſtinate reſolution, by his 
loyal exhortation, The Lord forbid, faith 
he, that I ſhould ſtretch forth my hand againſt 
Saul; For thongh there be nothing in his 
mature, nothing in his temper, nothing in 
his carriage toward us, that may oblige me; 
yet there is a civil obligation lyes upon me, 
he is my Maſter; and a+ pious Reverence 
F owe him, for he is: the Lords anointed. 
When he could alledg nothing elſe, he 
doth ferch-an argument from heaven to plead 
on his behalf ; though oz propter-ſanGita« 
tem, yet, propter ſacramentum; God hath 
put the holy oile upon him, and:that renders 
his Perſon Sacred and inviolable. That Graee 


that: has dignified him , doth reſtrain me ; 


whatever the qualities of: his naturaF Con- 


Ver. 6,7. 


ſtitution are, His- Majeſty 1s dſt — Y 
| and: 
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-and as he is Gods V icegerent, I muſt haye 
a Religious weneration for him. And wtih 
theſe arguments he breaks the ſtubbornneſs 
of his rough. Soldiers, and charms: them into 
calmneſs and ſubmiſſion. + 

And now tell me, Shall we take our Creed 
in this point of Loyalty, from the Sword-man, 
or from the Prophet ? Shall we govern our 
Practice by the bloody; Counſel of the Sol. 
diers of Fortune, or by the Judgment and 
PraQtice of the man after Gods own heart ? 

What a vaſt diſtance, what a direc op- 
polition there is betwixt the: Principles of 
Dawid, and thoſe of our late pretended God. 
ly Party, the bloody Tragedy that was aQ- 
ed this Day upon our Gracious King of ever 
bleſſed- memory, doth ſufficiently witnels. 

It Divine Providence allow'd them an ops, 
portunity for this their attempt of Parracide, 
it was deſigned for their trial , and as well 
to ſhame, as to diſcover their ſecret malice 
and hypocrifie. They had no Prowvecation 
but. their own Gnzlt ; no veceſſtty but of their 
own making; no Prediction but a mercenary 
Almanack;andI am ſure,no Titleto the King- 
dom, but what was-pleaded by the Huſband. 


men in the Goſpel, - This is the heir,come let 
Us 
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us lull bim., ' and. ſeize upon his Tiberitance. 
And this Argument, preſied by their own Ava-«. 
rice and Ambition, with the Clamonrs of x 
malicious giddy multitude, . preyailed. + 

. What , Facob .upon | his death-bed, be. 
queathed to thoſe Brethren in iniquity, Iſhall 
apply to them, and {o conclude ; Sizrcon and 
Levi ( tor they. went by couples, whether you 
count them by: Nation, or by FaGion, mat- 
ters.not ) are brethren, Inſtruments of  eru= 
elty are in their habitation, O my ſoul, 
come not thou into their ſecrets, unto: their 
Aſſembly, my bonour,, be not. thou united : For in 
their anger they ſlew a man'; A mai of Gods 
right hand; A man_'( as much as any) after 
Gods own þeart ; the beſt of men.and the beſt 
of Princes: And. in therr ſelf-will they digged 
down a wall; A Government that was a 
Balwark to our lives, our liberties, our for-- 
tunes; 'to defend them from violence and 
invaſion: Curſed be their anger for it was 

erce, and their wrath for it was cruel. 

But God be blefled, who hath repaired ' 
that Wall, by. reſtoring the. Son of that Royal ' 
Martyr to reign over us. 

And for ſuch of that Combination and Bro. 


therbood, whoſe hearts are [till ſo.reconciled 
Oc: 
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to their bloody Praftices, that they do not yet 
| ſmiite them ; Facobs Propheſi e (which follows: 
in the very next words ) be their portion; 7 
will divide them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in 
Iſrael ; Let their Fattions be as the duft before 
the wind: and their deſigns as the graſs upon 
the houſe-top, that withereth before it be pluck. 
ed up, 
But let thy hand,O Lord, be upon the man 
ef thy right-hand, ourGracious Sovereign ; make | 
bim n ron for thine own ſelf; Clothe his enemies 
with ſhame, upon himſelf let his Crown flouriſh 
That under his Government we may lead 2 
quiet and ft: life in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. So we thy People, and the ſheep of 
thy Paſture, will give thee thanks for ever, 
and ſkew forth thy Praiſe to all generations. 
Amen. 


[_3t ] 


Nums. 17. T0, 


And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes , a. 
Aarons rod again before the Teſtimony, 
to be kept for a token againſt the Rebels; 
and thou ſhalt quite take away their 
murmurings, from me, that they die 
not. 


Hen the flames of di{ſention doibreak 

out in the houſe of 'God, a Religious 

Prince can do nothing more. noble, 

nothing more becoming his Royal Office;than 

to bring water to- quench ir. God having in- 

truſted him with. the Supream Power, is-plea- 
ſed alſo to depoſite the.'Court-rolls of Hea- Der. 17,28 

ven in his hands. He creates him, Cuftos utri- 

xſq; 1 abule, Defender: of the:F Lith, and a Nuy.. 

fing Father of the; Church «- David even: tor 

Gods fake was glad to-be''s dgor-keeper #ir the 
houſe of God, that he might ſhut out profana- 
tion,: and debar- intruders). from: viding the 
Sacred Office;- and: committing ai Ripe upon 
E Holy 


Exod. 7. r. 


' Exod. 4. 16. 
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'Holy Things. Beſides, there is no Prince fo 
ſtrong in his Mzlitza, and the affeStions of his 


people, but he will ſand in need of Gods al. 
ſiſtance ; and the Prieſts. intereſt lies chiefly 
here., Though weak and defencelels in him- 


47H yer he*hitthe the” conduQ of a Spiritual 


Militia : 3. Pretes (> Lacryme, Prayers and 
Tears are at his. Devotion. And thele cau pre- 
vail» with God, and bring relief, if diſtreiled, 
unfo Cefars Legions. So: RY Intereſt alone is 
ſtfficient to'procure'a reciprocal aidgþetween 
them. The Prieſt is obliged to pay Homage 


to the Prince, to bleſs him 1n- Gods name, to 


bbnowehim before! tho people ; and che Price 


t:regiprotally. obliged to. ſuccour and ſuppart 


the Prieſt. 11 An was afligned to. Moſes for a 
coadjntor,' te; be_his'Prophet, his. Spokeſman 
to: God -anlito: the;people:; And Moſes was en- 
joyhedita be:ro Aaron 1oſtead of God, a- Sung 


'and a Shield. a Defence:and Comfort. 


lndeed Controverſies in Religion are fel. 
dot managed: with. that temper, that ſhon}d 
keep:thembwathin thewr:proper ſphere. Men 


an che -expt3-papt ator Grmach for 


Ecutlhas Vidory 'Debates commonly beget 


Aiimaſitics,” ns, thoſe Animoſitics are fomen- 
CEO nens! Sa that a Schiſme 


[oo ! can 
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can no ſooner arile, in the Chnrch,. but it: is- 
preſently attended with Sedition in the State. 
When the Church 4s in jeopardy through the 
commotions of a tumultuating people, the 
fluctuation of thoſe raging waters does uſu- 
ally make the State fick, put the whole body 
Politick into a diſtemper, If Aarozbe diſtur- 
bed in his Office, . Moſes cannot long fit quiet 
upon his Throne. Divine Providence doth 
thus order it,. that the-Priace- may -find; him- 
ſelf concern'd, as well in;kindneſs'to himfelf, 
(for his own tranquillity} as: in love to God;to 
becalm ſuch raging tempeſts, to bridle 'and-re- 
ſtrain ſych- ſtubborn .difpoſfitions.; When: the 
offices of Prince and Prieſt were united in one 
ſingle. perſon (as they.were in Melchizedec,and 
by the law of. nature in- the firſi-born;) the 
neceſlity hereat was' mote; viſible, -but-not 
more important. When'the adminiſiration:of 
theſe Offices is committed'to diſtin& perſons, 
their intereſt is. ſo-mixt and twifted,. that.like 
Twins they thrive and tade, live andidie toge- 
ther. Though the- pretended quarcel be ' tor 
Liberty in Matters of Religion, yet-the Inſur-. 
recion hereupon 1s as well qgainft; Moſes as as Numb. 16 
gainſt Agron, Hereupon. the Crown.\and. the 
Myter, the Scepter and the.Croſrer are concern'd 
2. in 
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' in Prudence to ingage in an inviolable leagye, 
for the mutual defence of one another. Upon 
this account Moſes doth efpouſe the quarre) 
_ of the Prieſthood, owns its Intereſt, and be- 
comes its Patron under all perils. And this 
-he does not fondly and raſhly, bur in the 
fear of God, and upon good advice ; yea 
by Gods own order and appointment. And 
the Lord ſpakg unto Moſes, &c. | 

Here we' have a great controverſie about 
a Title of office, The office of the Prieſt. 
hood; In which there are three things con- 
{iderable: | | 

1. The Caſe, 2. The Trial, 3. The Re- 
cord, 10 es 

t. The Caſs is Aaron's; wherein we ſhall 
conſider, 1. The Competitors, ( amongſt 
whom we ſhall find a Plaintiff and the De- 
fendant). And 2. The Patron. In the 2. the 
Trial, we ſhall conſider, 1. the Fury, and 2. 
the Verdi. A Fury of Gods own Impannel- 
ling, fo that we may be ſure it was upright 
and impartial. Take twelwe rods according to 
the number of the Tribes of Iſrael; And write 
the Prince of every Tribe his name upon his 


Rod. Apd lay them uh in the Tabernacle of 


the Congregation before the- Teſtimony, where [ 


will 
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will meet with you. And it ſhall come to paſs Veſa.3,+.: 
that the mans Red, whom I ſhall chuſe, fhall 
bloſſomre. 

2. The Verdis, not given by way of 
Oracle tor they had no great confidence in 
Moſes, who was to report the Oracle. There- 
fore God ſpeaks to their eyes by way of 
miracle; and lo the Verdi& 1s according to 
Gods own direGion. And it came to paſs ,.c, 
on the morrow, That Moſes went into the Taber- 

' nacle of witneſs, and behold the Rod of Aaron 
for the houſe of Levi was budded, and brought 
forth buds, and bloomed bloſſoms, and yielded 
almonds, Tn the third the Record, we ſhall 
conſider, 1. the Exemplification of it ; and 2. 
the Deſign. And theſe are expreſly in my 
Text, Refer wirgam ut ſervetur in ſignum. And 
the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Bring Aarons Rod 
again, before the Teftimony, to be kept for a 
token apainſt the Rebels, This I call the Ex- 
emplification of the Record, Et quieſcant que-' 
rele; And thou ſhalt quite take away their 
murmurings from me, that they dye not. This 


is the Deſign, and purpoſe of it. 

1. We will begin with the Caſe, Aarons 
Caſe, and firſt of Ne Patron of it, which was 
Moſes : Dixitgq; Dominus ad Moſem. The 

| Hierarchy 


JMI 


[36 J 
Hierarchy of the Church was not of Moſes's 
Inſtitution. The God of . Order eſtabliſhed 
an immparity amongſt the officers of the 
Church. Aaron and his Sons were advanced 
to the Priefthood, and the Lewites ſetled in 
a ſtate of Subordination to them, by Gods 
own appointment. Thou ſhalt appoint Aarox 
\ and his ſons, and they ſhall wait on their 
Prieſts office. They are immediately dedicated 
unto God to ſerve him in the higheſt ſphere 
of Miniſtration: And thou ſhalt give the 
Levites unto Aaron, and to what end 9 Brin 
the Tribe of Levi neer, and jweſent them before 
Aaron the Prieſt, that they may Miniſter un- 
to him. The Inveſtiture 1s from Moſes, * but 
the Diregion and Authority 1s from God 
himſelf. 
| Moſes, we tee, had good warrant for this: 
but the Peoples jealoulie ſuggeſted, that he 
had his own ends to ſerve under pretence 
of Gods Inſtitution. They ſufpeted he 
had a defign to eſtabliſh; his own 'Throne 
and an uſurped Prerogative;and they thought 
there was no way fo likely to accompliſh 
this, as by advanceing his allies ; his elder 
brother, Aaron, to the ' high-Prieſts Office. 
And if. he could perilwade the People that 
% this 
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this eſtabliſhment 'was by Gods own appoint- 

ment, while the Glory of the Myter did pur 

out their eyes and dazle their judgments, he 

might take his Advantage' to make himſe]f 

an abſolute Prince over them. That this 

was their ſenſe is evident from their diſcourſe, 

Te take too much upon you; will ye put out 

the eyes of this People ® and wilt thou | Mo- 

ſes ] make thy ſelf altogether a Prince over us 2 3-134 

Hereupon as well to vindicate the Integrity 

of Moſes, as the Authority of his own In- 

ſtixution, God appoints Moſes to be the Pa- 

tron of Aarons Cale, Dixitque Dominng ad 

Moſen ; And.the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, 8c. 

'Tis ſtrange an Office that Iyes under {o-much 

contempt amongſt ſome, ſhould be a mat- 

ter of ſo much. emulation amongſt the Prin- 

ces of ; Iſrael. Indeed it is a great Priviledg 

to haye fo free an acceſs to God, as the 

Prieſt ever had; and a great Dignity to be 

next Moſes ( the Prince ) as, well in point 

of Honour as Authority; But. tk their eyes 

were dazled with the {plendgur-.of the Myter, Num.:s.:. 

their heart ſhould have weighed what a bur- | 

den it 1s to bear the iniquity of the SanGtuary, 

and of the Prieſthood. This haply. might 

have, taken off the. envy, and we ſhould 
| not 


vid. Bonfr. 
in Chap 16.2, 


Num.16.1. 


Chap.3. 
Verſ\.4y. 


Gen. 49.3. 
x: Chron... 
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not have had ſo many Rivals to promote 
a Faction againſt the right Incumbent in the 
holy Office. Ambition ſtarted the diſ. 
pute, which was promoted by Corah ont of 
envy, and the Sons of Ruben his confede. 
rates; and began upon this pretence. Before the 
Fribe of Lew was ſeparated to the Prieſts 


Office, the firſt-born of every Tribe was hal. 


lowed, as it were by right of Primogeniture 
to perform the duty. They took it ill to be 
diveſted of this Right ( which the Law of 
nature had intailed upon them ) and to ſee 
it tranſlated intirely upgn Aaron and his 
Sons, created matter of enyy and indignati- 
on ( eſpecially in Corah and the Sons of R#- 
ber ). It one Prieſt muſt needs be ſerled o- 
ver all the Tribes, why not the Son of R#- 
ben, the ficſt-born £ For though his Father 
forfeited his birth-right, yet Gods Law doth 
not extend the penalty beyond the third'or 
the fourth Generation ; and by this time the 
intailed curſe being cat off, it is juſt his 
poſterity ſhould: be reſtored'to the-right of 
Primogeniture. PFhis was very plauſible for: 
the Rubenites to plead, while they aimed 
likewiſe, in all probability, at the Scepter, 
But this would not- ſerve Corah's tarn;, he 
afteted 
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affeted an Eccleſpaftical ſupremacy. himſelf 


( ſo Moſes tells him : ) But he could not tell 
well how to make out his Title, for though 
he was of the Tribe of Levi, yet he was 
head but of the Second houſe ; Aaron was 
of the firſt, He was ' therefore to gratifie 
his envy by procuring Aarons Juriſdiction 
to be voted down, and his Power levelled, 


Chap 16.10; 


Fxod'6.21, 


that himſelf might be exempted from all | 


Canonical Obedience, and become an Indepen- 
dent, And then his Ambition ſuggeſted, Thar 
by his popularity and little Arts of infinuati- 
on, he might gather a numerous congrega- 


tion. And to this end he courts the Peos chap 16.3; 


ple, and pleads the cauſe of a Godly party ; 
Te take too much upon you, ſeeing all the con- 
gregation are holy, every one of them. And 
therefore ſuthiciently qualified. to chooſe their 
own Prieſt, or adminiſter to themſelves, This 
Do&rine did fo bewitch the People, that 
(even after the Ringleaders of the FaGtion, 
Corah and the Sons of Kaben were removed 
by a Signal and Stupendous vengeance )all the 
congregation ( not one Tribe excepted ) con- 
ſpired againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron, to 
carry on the deſign, until fourteen thouſand 
and ſeven buudred of them were ſwept away 


Chap 16.42. 


F with 


Num. 16.48. 
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with a- mew plague, and the reſt {ilenced by 
a Miraculous decifion of the controverſy, 
[In the interim, how does Aaron the Defen. 
dant, behave himſelf in this quarrel ® why, 
he ſhews himſelf (as becoms a Type of Chriſt) 
worthy that Office, which they maliciouſly 
contended to wreſt from him, when he ſees 
that wrath is. gon out and the plague begun 
He takes his Cenſer, to make an Atonement, 
and ſtanding between the dead and the living, 
He expoſeth his own life as a+ ſacrifice for 
theſe his enemies; but for his cauſe he pleads 
not one word, but ſubmits. himſelf and it, 
wholly to him that judgeth righteouſly : and 
{o we proceed to; | 

2. The Triaf. But had not a ſpecial Verdif 


| paſt againſt them already? Had they not ac- 
| knowledged a judgment, upon the loſs of 

. 15000 Souls, ſwept away by.a threctold. 
_ Vengeance, the dewonring earth, the conſu- 


- ming fire, anda waſting plague © But: this is 


thought imputable to- ſome raſhnels of con- 
duct in (the buſineſs; or to Mofes's. In- 
tereſt and importunity. with God. And (0. 
their Spirits being imbittered and their hearts 
tardened, thoſe judgments made no imprefii- | 


on upon them. In mercy therefore, God 
y deals 


ANAL 
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deals with __ cool blood, and ſummons 
them toa mew Trial; wherein he vindicates 
the Authority of his own Inſtitution, and 
ſeals Aarons Pattent tor the ſacred Oftice 
with a miracle. 

In this Trial we are to conſider, x. The 
Fury , 2. The Verdi&. In the Fury we may 
conſider, 1. The nature, 2. The number, 
3- The place of their meeting. 7h. 

1. They are Rods. Men many times do (o 
tar degenerate, becom ſo unreaſonable, 
that God appeals to ſenſeleſs creatures to 
take up the diſpute and decide the contro- 
verfie, that he has with them, Hear O ye 
mountains the Lords controverſie. 


Beſides, the Rod is an Emblem of Autho- 


rity, an Enſign of Furiſdi&;on. The Lord ſhall y;q. ,2, 


ſend the rod of thy power out of Sion. And there 


is a threefold uſe of the Rod, conſonant to Apoc.21.15- 


that Emblemartical. fignification. For 1. Sup- 
port ; for 2. Chaſtiſement ; and 3. Menſuration. 
And it belongs to the juſtice of Authority to 


- ſupport the weak and innocent, to chaſtiſe the 


wicked and impenitent, and to mete out re- 
ward and puniſhment refpeQively unto all. 
The Rods therefore are not unfitly put upon 
the Jury to find for the Priefts office. _ 

E [2 the 


D 


| _ 
the Rods of Almond-Trees moſt oppoſite to 
this purpoſe ; for this being the firſt of Trees 


that awakes out of the dead of Winter, anq 


ſhoots up to cloath and dreſs it ſelf, to it belongs 
the right of Primogeniture amongſt the Trees; 
and therefore it is ſo much the fitter to- deter. 
mine upon what Tribe the Sacred Prieſthood, 
a ſpecial branch of the right of Primogeniture, 
15 to be transferred. | ; 

2. For the number of theſe Rods, there is 
ſome difference amoneſt Interpreters, becauſe 
the Tribe of Foſeph was divided into: two Fa. 
milies, and had a doable portion mm the land 
of Canaan, and ſo upon that civil account, 
there were twelve Tribes beſtdes the Tribe of 
Levi ; therefore ſome. think there were 
twelve Rods beſides the Rod of Levi.But ſuch 
an inequality had been apt to breed another 
quarrel; and therefore it 1s more probable, 
there were but twelve Rods, according to the 
number of the Fribes in their Original ; and 
that theſe Rods were all of the fame ſtock, 
the ſame growth,the fame gathering and'pre- 
paration, that there might be no diſparity to 
beget new cavils touching the deciſion, 

And becauſe the Tribe of Levi was divi- 
ded.into. two Families, though Corah head of 


the. 
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the ſecond Houle, and: Aaroy's Competitor or Numb. 26.31, 


Adverſary at leaſt, was extinguiſhed, and his 
Sons (being preſerved by fpecial. Providence) 
probably had yielded --the:.pre-eminenice to 
Aaron, (deeming it ſufficient honour for them. 
to be dignified with that luſtre that would 
be refleted upon them from the Glory of the 
head: of their Elder Family, yet to take off 
all colour of diſpute about the' Succeſſion, 
God gave expreſs order, That Aaron's, and 
pot Levi's name, ſhould be written upon the 
Rod for the Tribe of Levi, 

23. For the place where 'this Fury of Rods 


were put together, it was the Tabernacle of y..; , 


the Covenant before the Teſtimony , before 


the Tables of the Law, by the Pot of Manna ; val. g4. 


to ſignifie that the Rod is an excellent Vſhey 
of obedience to the Law; and if it prevails 
not to- that effet, that then it is a ready in- 
ſtrument to drive us from the comfort of the 
Pot of Manna, the benetit of the Sacrament. 
Or it might be intended that the ſacreareſs of 
he place ſhould take away all ſuſpition of 
fraud, and add Authority to the miraculous 
0 yenen of Aaron's office. This being the 
place where God did vouchſate to. extribit his 
Gracious preſence to. determine them upon 


appeal, 


-Ep-l. IO. 
Ep. 82. 


Verl. 3. 


> 
appeal, in all doubtful. Caſes: the Rods were 


placed here, tofignifie, that this: being a kind 
of Sacred Lottery, the event was wholly at 
Gods diſpofal-; | D6036p reexyin F lepwotyng F xdev, 
Greg. Nyfſ. That the grace. of Prieſthood is ot 
of men but of God, Ideo &» Aaron Sacerdotem 
7pſe. elegit ; ut non humana yn in eligen. 


do ſacerdote praponderaret, ſed gratia Det : non 


' oluntaria oblatio, mec propria afſumptio, ſed 


celeftis vocatio, Ambroſ:. 
' And now this Emblematical Grand Fury, 
will afford us an excellent Definition. of a 
Prieſt or Biſhop ; he is a perſon ſlipt off the 
common ftock of Mankind by a ſpecial a& 
of ſeparation, not rooted in the earth,not fed 
with the crade juices of nature, to ſoften and 


 infeeble him, to make him pliant to the bent 


of evil inclinations; but mortified to the 
motions of the fleſh ; dead to the Temptati- 
ons of the World; that being impregnated 


_ with bleſfings fupernatural ,. with grace and 


knowleds;, he may bring forth abundant fruir 
for the ſervice of Gods Church. And the Ver. 
diF which went for Aaron repreſents him to 
be ſuch a-perſon + For behold, his Rod had 
budded: buds, - and brought forth leaves, and 
bloomed bloſſoms,” ani yielded Almonds. 


Here 


Mi 


Buds and Flowers and Fruit ; here's provili- 


" ONS. 


 dotale ; and If. Peluſiet, iogoqirns UTeOto The $0. | 
"Type of the Prieftbood, And: what doth+it lig- origen. Prin.” 


ſerve further of this Tree, that the outſide, the mn & he. | 


[45 ] | 
- Flere is a+, production, *which' nature neyer - 
hada due conception oft keaſt neyer.travel't 
for ir. A dry Rod (well'd- into turgent buds, 
and bhds dilated into lovely bloſſows, and di- 
geſted into wholſome fruits, and all ex tem-. 
pore, &L threefold miracle to: render Aaron's 
election the more certain and unqueſtionable. 


on for poſterity by an orderly ſucceſſion. And 

the order of their, pullulation- is an evidence 

that Gods Grace does: not deſtray Natare, [or 
ervert the common courſe of it ; but.only aſ-- 

fiſt, quicken, and adwvante her in her operati- 


Auſtin calls this Rod, Sacraiyenthm Sacer- Dc Temp.Ser., 
99. ep. 1.1, ep. 


Lib.1o. ep.82.| 


= . "> , bi ſcot. 
nitie, Nift quod nnnquam" Sacerdotalis marceſ- Ambr..Auſtin. 


cat grata, {aith St. Ambroſe. The;Fathers:ob- Fraitus mis | 


an1ram qQui- | | 


rinde, the busk,, the ſhell, axe hard and a- baker, fb and 

ſtringent, ſharp and bitter; but the inſide, the ——_— 

fruit, the kernel, are ſweet, nitritizie, and re- &:. Theod. & 

freſbing.' This is a ſignificant Hyerogliphick of 15) 

the Prieſts duty. Ic inſtrags, him-ro be wig:- 

lant and aGive 1n his office, auſtere and morti- 

fied 19, bis life, ' patient -and hardy to \endure 
the 
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the ſtorms of reproach and oppoſition, while 
he is diſcharging himſelf in a falntary fruitful. 
neſs. Let him be cloathed with the leazgs and 
bloſſoms of a decent Converſation'; but laden 
with the fruits of all good works; that the 
 Church'under the infpeCtion of ſach Paſtors 
may be as "Garden of Nuts, and the Spouſe | 
delight to'deſcend into it with his train of 
Graces, aud inconceivable conſolation. 

In ſhort, all Prieſts have their Rods; but 
all-Rods are not thus florid, thus frnirful. Such 
as afe ſo,withoiit all peradventure are of Gods 
elefion and eſtabliſhment, as was Aaron. 

And now I hope ſuch as are of Iſrael, of 
what Tribe foever, will ſubmit to Gods Ar- 
bitration, and be reconciled' to Aaron, and 
kiſs his Rod; pay a due regard, a dutiful 
veneration to that Office and Miniſtry, which 
God. hath vouchſafed to dignify with a 
threefold miracle. To this 'end a publick 
Record is'\made of it, to be kept inviolable. 
And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, bring Aarons 
Rod again before the teſtimony, 8c. ' 

1.- Before the teſtimony,” That whenſoever 
chey came ro: conſult -God about any emer- 
gent. difficulty,” they might not preſume to 
ſeek his aſſiſtance to degrade the Prieſthood, 


or 
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or cut off- the line of flicceflion, which he 
had eftabliſhed by ſuch wonderful Prodigzes, 
and to which. he had affigned SarGuary in 
his holy place ; for thither the Rod is brought, 
and brought thither it 1s. | 
2. Ut ſervetur, that it might be kept; 
ſuch as attempt to undermine Gods ſacred 
Conſtitutions by the rudeneſs of popular tu- 
mults, - do but make them take the firmer 
roots, and ingage God the more to ſhew 
gns and wonders for their preſervation. 
Aarons Rod ſhall find Sanctuary, and be pre- 
ſerved in perpetuam rei memoriam. 
3. : Ut ſerwetur in ſignum, It ſhall be kept 
for a ſign, Mans memory is naturally trea- 
cherous z and nothing can ſpoil it ſooner 
than ingratitude and envy. Therefore God 
does here teach us an Art of Memory, ' by 
preſcribing tokens to cure us of our forget- 
fulneſs.;; ſuch memorials being ſrgnificant to Hic et Chap: 
the uſe of edifying : though but Ceremonies, ww 
God.-'preſcribes them, and. though they be Jo62215 
but of Mans Inſtitution, he allows of them. 
Such ſigns do not confer Grace ex opere 
operato, not by any real efficacy; no nor 
yet by way of impetration, they. cannot do 
it, They have no Natural Power, no _ 
G I'O= 


LIMI 


Numb, 26.30. 


Chap. 16.40. 
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Promiſe for it. But they are fair. 0bjeF+ 
to excite and refreſh the Memory. And he 
that will either eſchew evil or dv good, miſt 
firſt remember that it is his duty, and in this 
ſence and to this effet, every monument 
of Gods Juſtice, every remanent z#ſtance of 
the Divine Mercy, may become ſacramental 
to us, Le; 

But had Almighty God left himſelf and 
his Servant Aaron without witneſs hitherto? 
No, thoſe 2co men with Corah and ſome 
others, they became « Yan. And the, braſes 
Cenſers of thoſe. that offer'd incenſe, were 
made a fign too; they were converted into 
plates for a covering of the Altar to: be a 
Memorial urito. the children of Tfrael. They 
could not approach the Altar, but the re- 
fleGion of thole plates was a cleer conviction 
of their late Miſcarriages. But when men 
will proceed in their ſin after judgment, 
they proyoke God to erect more ſegns to 
upbraid their ſtabbornneſs and ingratitude ; 


——when they importune 'him contrary to- his 


expreſs Revelations, they get nothing by it 
m the end, but the brand of a more laſting 
whtamy : For ay” 

4 This Rod is kept i fignum Rebellinm 
fili- 


MI 
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jorum Tjrael, for a token againſt the Rebels. 
God had paſt-an A& of oblivion upon Mo- 


fes's Tnterceſlion, in favour of this People, I NNE 


Dimiſe peceatum populi bujus, juxta wverbum 
tyum.. But God torgets our ſins, upon Con- 
dition we keep a Record and repent of them. 
If we do repeat them, we revive the memory 
of our paſt tranſgreſſions ; and ſetup a light, 
by. which' thoſe dim. charaGters of our guilt, 
over which the hand of charity had drawn 
2 curtain, become legible. And yet even 
here the ineſtimable Goodneſs of God is 


remarkable ; | he does ſo mercifully chaſtize 


their pride, that the teſtimony of their con- 
tumacy ſhall be the means of their cure, a 
boar i for their amendment, and an An- 
tidote againſt the peril of Recidiwvation. This 
Rod is to be kept for a token, Vt quieſ- 
cant querele, ue moriantur. To take away 
their Murmurings from me, (yea and againſt 
me. too, for they were not ſo much againſt 
Aaron as againſt the Lord ); That they die 
not, and that was the Deſign in this Tranſ- 
action, | 

Ut quieſcant querels, to filence and 
fill their Murmurings. Ambition is reſtleſs 


and knows no. bounds. Cogitet qii honorem 
G' 2 affectat 


Philo. 


pſal.105.16; 


Numb.3.10. 


Numb.14-1c. 
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affeiat rempeſtatem ſe affeSare. He that af. 
te&eth Honour does — a tempeſt, for, 
Quid eft poteſtas culminis niſi tempeſtas mentis 3 
Such P climb the pinnacle of Ambition are 
toſſed with the greateſt tempeſts. Theſe Iſa. 


' elites began with Envy, proceeded ro Myr. 


muring, and at laſt grew infolent even to- 


an inſurrefiion ; they make a forcible entry 


upon the facred office, and' commit a noto- 
rious n70t, wherein many thouſands periſh; 


| God having inftalled Aarow and: his Sons in- 


the Prieſts Office, added this ſan&ion to the 
eſtabliſhment, The ſtranger that cometh near 
ſhall be put to death, Yet their Ambition 
was grown ſo great, and: their Animoities 
ſo high; That God ſaw it time to«take np 
the quarrel, elſe all- the Tribes had died in 
it. The earth ſwallowed them up; and yer 
they murmured:; The Fire conſumed them; 
and yet they murmured ; The Plague made 
havock of them, and yet they murmnred. 
And this ſpirit of perwerſneſs was ſo- great a 
provocation toa noble and-ingenuous nature; 
God could not but be ſevere in puniſhing 
of it. They had rejected their Gaides, and 
were ready. to ſtone any charitable Informer, 
Nothing. but a. laſting miracle. can ſhame and 


filence- 
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lence them; Aarons Rod inſbrin'd in the 
ſanfiuary,* muſt compole their ſpirits, and 
make peace betwixt God:and them, betwixt 
them and themſelves. If it cannot heal their 
perverſities, it will ſo far charm them into 
temper, as to bridle and reſtrain their bold- 
nefs. They will now ſuffer Aaror quietly to 
erform his Office; and his Miniftry will 
| | a means to keep: off future judgments, 
And to.this end, the Lord: faid unto” Moſes; 
Bring Aarons Rod again, before the teftimoity 
to be kept, &c. dts F154 
What Aaron-was amongſt the Tribes of ization, 
Iſrael, the ſame, upon the matter, is the Bi 
op in his Province, and Corab was the figure 
of ſuch as make Rents. and Schiſmes in the 
Church of Chriſt ; who are therefore ſaid to 
have periſhed 7 the gainſaying of Corah, as 
in their Repreſentative. And yet, Good God ! 
What an JInſurre&ion hath been made a« 
moneſt us upon that account ? Aaron, he was 
voted down and gepoſed; and in fine yon 
cannot forget what became of: Moſes; But 
4 to make haſte out of that Wilderneſs, and 
rom amongſt thoſe frery ſerpents that ſtung 
ſo.deadly ). Moſes. muſt be recalled to-ap- 
peaſe- our, twmnlts, to. ſtill. our — 
and: 


Jud. Ep.v-1t> 
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and ſettle us in Tranquillity. To this end 
Dixit Dominus, The Lord ſpake unto his 
Majeſty ; not Immediately 'by a voice from 
Heaven, - but by the voice of holy Scriptures 
and ancient 'Councils ; by the voice of Rea+ 
ſon and Experience,by the voice'of fundathen- 
tal Laws. and Cuſtoms; by the voice of Ortho- 
dox Fathers and dutiful Sons; ' by the voice 
of Royal bloed, and by the voice of our great 
diforders; and :confuſions. Many | Cobwebs 
were to be ſwept down from our Church-witt. 
dows, and much rubbiſh to be {wept out of 
our. Church-doors; and much duſt to be 
braſht off: the | garments of irferionr ' Prieſts 
and Leyites; {ome things were 'amitfs in the 
houſe of God, and no fuch Rule as Aarons 
Rod to ſquare out a Reformation, Theſe were 
' the Lords wozce crying unto nag to, the 
King, refer virgam, bring the Rod again, 
7 
But had we not a Rod already? A rod 
with a /engeance,a Rod of Corah's owh ſtock, 
£24.-1..; Of Corah's own gathering; Floruit wirga, 
'  germinawvit ſuperbia, iniquitas ſurrexit in virga. 
Ours was juſt of the fame conftitutton. The 
Radix, the root of it was-iniquity,. and that 
branched: out into oppreifion and violence : 
215; A 


MI 
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A rod of Iron this was;that broke the Royal Scep- 
ter.and beat down the Royal Branches,and daſht 
the Churchin'pieces 3 '4 ragped ſtaffe, whole 
fimgs were ſteel d with Malice,and died with in- 
nocent blood:It knockt down Moſes;and thruſt 


' out Aaron :away with ſuch'a Rod, and God be 


thanked, this Rod of the wicked did not reſt up- 
on the lot of the Righteous ; "though it was 
ſomewhat oy in motion, #owlinf: up and 
down, yet it did not, it could: notireft, it 
was acted by ſuch a wertiginons ſpirit. This 
Rod was at laſt thrown away; 'and-Moſes res 
ſtored. Anil the Lord feid unto Moſer, -bring 
Aarons Rod again before the reſtimony. 

Not a Rod of Aarons own growth or ga- 
thering, but a plant which the Heawenly Fa: 


ther hath planted : For E/71 'man taketh th3s Heb.s. 


Hononyr to hintfelf,” but he 'that is calletl of 
God as was Aaron. Our Rod is that, which 


undoubtedly'ſprung from the'root of Feſſe : Ag 19h 


my Father fent me, ſo T ſend you. 

Ont of (tht ground 'it! ſbootetÞ upin the 
Church of God; and all Antiquity {ets forrh 
the Lineage of it, in the ©iſuble ſucceſſor 
of Biſhops, from the Apoſtles, in rhe {everal 
Churches of their plantarion. an 

In Tabernaculum, Bring it into-the Taber- 

nacle 
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macle ; there it hath the Approbation of Gods 
eye, the proteion of his Preſence. From 
hence - therefore it muſt take direGton to 
miniſter -in ſubordination: to the. Authorit 

and Honour thereof ; there 1t is inſtalled 
ut ſerwetur in ſignurs ; lodged there in fafe. 
ty ; obliged therefore to ſerve the Intereſt of 
the Charch, , which 4s the Intereſt of God 
and of. immortal Souls; -. In -order hereunto 
it is ſet up in fignum, foralign: Yes, and 
in fignnm ad ſagittam-.too,” as a mark for 
the-Arrow. Ic is the Prophets complaint, Be. 
bald T and the children, which God hath given 
me, are for ſigns and wonders. It was our Sa- 
viours own lot, he was {et up, in ſignum 
contradifionis, a fign liable to great con- 
tradition ;. againſt him they ſhot out. their 
Arrows, even bitter words, And, it fo bold 
with Aaron himſelf, they will not forbear 
his ſubſtitute ; if they forbear not the chief 
Biſhop, they will not ſpare his ſhadow. As 
long as Aaron-1s {et up for a ſign in the Church, 
there will be found ſuch Archers; we have 
them in our Text, with their quiver full of 
bitter Arrows ; ' nay their Arrows are* #por 
the firing, and upon the flight too. As long 
as they continue to be, fili; Rebellionis, while 
: they 
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they retairi their froward diſpoſition, wojr qui- 
eſcunt querele, we ſhall never be free from 

Murmnrings, 

_ , But are there any of this breed left in our 
Ijrael 2: Has not the Gracious' A of oblivion 
quite- extinguiſhed = unquiet ſpirit? If 
it has, what meaneth then this /owing and 
this bleating, which we hear ? Are there not 
a many Murmurers attempting to exaſperate 
the people into a new inſurreQion, that they 
may once more wreſt the Rod out of the 
hand of Aaron *® And do theſe men Took 
for a ſign too? yes, they do; and they thight 
ſee a wonderful ſign from heaven, it they were 
not blinged with pride and prejudice, and 
an obſtinate Spirit : Ecce Dontinus, behold 


I Sam. 1514s 


the Lord himſelf .hath given us a fign; De- val.59.5,7 . 


them that fear thee. At the tears and prayers 
of the\Church, God ſaved her with the whol- 
ſome defence of his own right-hand. For the 
change amongſt us, by the'Reftauration of 
the King, was no otherithah avuratio dextre 
Altiſſimi, wrought. by the right-hand of the 
moſi-high. 4 ſign from heaven this was, 
without all peradoerture;” Yet thiefe men arc 
not ſatisfied, they look for; ard 'pwach for, 
| H 


and 


diſti ta fr th thou haſt given 4 token for 


ApOCA5. 


Num.20.9, 


2 Cor.10.8. 


2 Cor.10.8. 
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and-pray, forg:anather\fign;and what ſign would 
they have ?: The. ſeven Avgels with the ſeven 
plagues and wials of Gods wrath'? Would 
they. have/more fire'come. down from" heaven? 
Alas | They. know: not what. fpirit they are' of. 
He that, 'came. not; to:\deſtroy mens Souls, 
but. to ſave them ; did not ordain Aarons 
Rod for ſuch a ſign.| If that Rod did turn 
the rock, into-water-; (as ſome have imagined ) 
yet, tobe ſure; 1t' did not turn ' the. 2atey 
znto blood : Tt may bring forth contrition and 
refreſhment, but not deſtruction : It bodes bet. 
ter : things. to .makind, even to theſe Re: 
fraGory and ſtubborn children !' 'Tis fierum 
falutare ne moriantur; A foveraign preſervative, 
That they die not. 

That is the end for which the Rod. is in+ 
troduced and deported in the ſanctuary. This 
Power. of Diſcipline,” Dedit nobis in edif.. 


_ eationem, God hath given it for edification, 


ſaith the Apoſtle, and not for your deſtruQi- 
on, And yet he- hath taught us to diſtin. 
guiſh betwixt yourg - and. you. Something 
was to be deſtroyed: in them, - though pot 
their Perſons; yet their. Carnalities, their 


ices, their; Schiſmes Ind: Diſorders, Fheſe 


works gf .the fleſh, 'The Rod is to be ad- 
r= Oh miniſtred, 


the! afpenity. is) (weetned: withoimildneſt an 


C 57 J 


miniſtred, in interitum :carnis,} + for» the: de- 


| ſtruction of the fleſh, 'That' the ſpirit may be," 5-5 
ſaved in the day of the Lord Feſus.” Morti- 


fication 1s- the' way. to:lite, and Reformation 
the door of {atety, 'He: that conwerteth a; fins 
ner ' from the *errour of \bis way,” ſhall | ſawe a 
Soul from death.: This-is:the right Method ;; 
Gods Method in the Text, et quieſcant ques 


Jam.s.ult. 


rele; &c;: Thou ſbaltiquitetakg. away thein Mur- 
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murings, "8c. t\5 1:61 911-03 ISDUD2 98! Et 
We ſee. then' why 'the Rod is: placed wn 
the ſanftuary ; not fo much fer Aaron's own. 
advantage; that he.may pride hiin(elt in the; 
Power and Beauty:of 1t, but'for the; beneſes, 


\ 


_ of others, | even of ſuch as:do moſt;0ppoſe 


it, The'remoter end 1s, ' ne moriahtur, that 
they die not; but. in order..to this; [the;1ms] 
mediate end is, Vt quieſcant querel# eornm,. 
to ſtill -their murmurings ; The oufe mult be- 
gin here, care muſt be taken» in- the firſt 
place, as much as is poſlible $ takg amay their, 
complamts and murmurings;:''and how thall, 
that'/be effeted F: hv ' E9393m bed 11 108 
Why, Virga eft mater diſcipline, the Rod 
will open the eyes, if it be.adminiſtred with; : Sam:14.27. 
a little honey applied to the zop.ot ths; whap: 
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Pro-2914-. gompaſſion, 'The:Rod and reproof giveth wif. 
*** dom. Tf the wiper be beaten with a rod; it 
takes away his venom, and he. becomes an 
excellent: Antidote againſt poiſon. If we 
cannot ' beal. their perverlities, at | leaſt we 
may. ſtill their »urmurings. And tq this ead 
the-conſtitution of the Rod'1s very conſider- 
able. 
- It muſt be a ftrezght Rod, that the infligion 
may be equal to the fault, eft enimwerns:pre- 
| ful wirga rela, aqualiter juſtitiam' exercens 
R. P, adEz.3; 42g; femper vielans. It muſt be a ſolid Rod 
 to:ſupporti/the weak , \anda ſmart Rod to 
corre& the” wicked, and a ftiff Rod to de- 
fend; the Innocent: Or'( to: keep ſtill to the 
| Metaphor) it ſhould have theſe propertics ; 
It:ſhould be, - r.-folid, 2. wital, 3. florid, and 
i fraitfub, NIST wn 5, | 

Tn ſolid Rod, not bollow, Ioofe or ſpun- 

| pr gy, 'like- a cane: For it is concern'd man 
ep:3-29- times to encourfiter. with a: Rock ; rhe heart 
of flint; and''the face of braſs; - ands there- 
fore it had need be ſolid and: fteel'd with 
Reſolntion,. that it may not yield to the ap- 
Pheeations, nor receive the impreſſions of an 

upporune and;/fubborn ſpire. + 

> Itrmaſtibeia-vital Rod, ( my} lay 


aron's 


Deut.25.2. 
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Aaron's Rod did. never wither, - was never 
barren after it was depoſited in the ſanGuary.) 
And this life muſt appear in a threefold ger- 
mination; it muſt bud, x. a vital eye, 2. a vital 
tongue, 3. a vital fling. 1. A wital eye, and 
| fo it muſt be, wirge wigilans, like that of 
Feremy, A watching Rod, 2. A wital tongue, 
and fo it muſt be, wirga clamitans, like that yi... 
of Micah, a preaching Rod. 3. A wital fling, 
and {ojt muſt be, wirga ftimulans, like that 
of St. Paul, a goading and» a quickping 1 cor.4. ut. 
Rod. 

1. It muſt be a watching Rod, Vigtlat 
aitem virga, cundta populi peccata conſiderans, 
vt percutiat et corripiat delinquentes, I have y;con.inJer 
made thee a watchman, faith the Lord to pit. 
the Prophet, The very eſſence of the . Bi- Heb.13.17- 
ſhops Office conſiſteth in a-ſuperintendency, his j.;, 
work is. to watch for Souls. | 

2. A preaching Rod,jk.it be a- genuine Rdd 
of Aaron, it will ſpeak to- every. man, and 
to every-ſin in its own-Language. And St. 
Chryſoſtom tells us, that two: things are re- 
quiſite for cofrefion ' and'reproof, Tajjnvie, ud 
nexhruc 4 diſcreet mildneſs with an ingenious 
liberty of ſpeech. Plug tamen erga corrigendos 
agat benevolentia' quam. ſeveritas; plus cohor. 

Fatio.: 


Jer.1.11, 


1 Cor.4-21, 


2.Cor.13. 
2, IO, 


Exod,7.12. 
2 Tim.3.8. 
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fatio quam commotio,plus charitas quam poteſtas, 
ſaith | Leo: Kindneſs is more prevalent to. 
wards the correion of Delinquents, than 
ſeverity ; charity of more efficacy than'an 
imperious Power.. For ſome difpoſitions (as 
Sr. Auſtin obſerves ) are” wronght upon, 
magis docendo quam jubendo, magis monends 
quam minando; more by Perſwaſion than by 
menaces ; \uch: diſpoſitions as are- unrelen- 
ring at the ſpirit of meekneſs, to {uch other ap- 
plications are highly neceſiary; and-upon 
this account, the Rod 1s 

3: Virga ftimulans, a ſmart and goading 
Rod ; and in this caſe, the preat Apoſtle} 
out of very charity, reſolves to ule ſharpneſs, 
The virtue of good-men is not ſme cuſpide vel 
aculeo, not without ſome ſting ; and there 
are {ome tempers will require it. 

Yet I would not have this Rod turned into 
a Serpent, unleſs it be with a deſign to {wal- 
low up the Rods of Fannes and Fambres, 
when they bewitch the People to withſtand 
Moſes. It any be 10 obſtinate that they will 
not be correGed by Aaron's Rod ; neither o- 
bedient to the voice, nor awed by the eye, 
nor quickned by the ſting of it ; ofvvcialty if 
any be {ainſolent'as to-wreſt the Kod out of 
Aaron's 
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Aaron's 'tiand ; if he:;provokes Aaron to ap- 
peal ro Moſes, and Moſes's Rod be thrown 
out after him, and that becomes a.. Serpent 
to him, he may thank his own ſtubbornneſ; 
for that Tranſabſtantiation ; for inſtead of a 
gentle Rod he deſerves to* be whipt with 
Scorpions. The Prophet Feremy ſaw a Rod, 
and a ſeething Pot tos ; | and it 18 the obſerva- 


- tion of Origen, $i ergo tali wirga (Diſcipline), 


non emendaris, in cacabum mitteris, & caca- 
bus ſuccendetur. It the Rod of Diſcipline 
cannot reform thee, thou ſhalt be caſt into 


the ſcething Pat to be conſumed, 


3. It muſt be a florid Rod; | ſome leaves 


it ſhould have, not broad enough to-lodg or 


ſhelter Serpents, but ſoveraign to: heal, and 


then to hide the ſcar and blemiſh of the in- 


firm and ſurprized. Patient. But ſome ſores are 
ſo-deep, foul, and offen(ive,. they muſt be 
drawn and laid open, 1n order to their cure ; 
to furniſh leaves to- cover ſuch, 1s to skin o- 
ver an old ſore, till ic rankles, till it become 
more noiſome and contagious. 

But to. make the Rod florid it muſt have 
bloſſoms as well as leaves. It is expected (what- 
ever Habits are in faſhion amongſt others) 


that the Prieſts ſhould be cloathed with righte- 
ouſneſs 


Jer.1.12,13, 


1a Pſal.33. 
Homil,2. 


Ep.93- 
Chap. 16. 


MiC.7+14» 
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pfal.132-16: "Ouſneſs and ſalvation; that they ſhould be en. 
dued with the flower of Learning, and the 


beauty of Holineſs. And why ſhould not this 
have the advantage of Wealth and Honour 
to adorn and dreſs it up, as well as other 
Rods? Though ſuch Secular acceſſions can- 
not make it the more Sacred, yet they may 
make it the more awful, which will make it 
alſo the more ſerviceable, both to the Church 
of God, and to Moſes his Vicegerent. And 
this. would be a means to make it what it 
ſhould be. | 

4. A fruitful Rod ; ſome perhaps do real- 
ly mind nothing, but the leaves and blofloms 
to cloth and adorn them. So they may be 
kept warm and gay, they care for nothin 
elſe. But as Leo hath it, Ta Conſcientia ho- 
norem ſ1bi debitum windicant, qui pro anima- 
bus fibi creditis non laborant ? Beflie irruunt, 
&» ſepta ovinm non claudunt. Fures inſidian-' 
tur, 9» excubias non pratendunt. Morbi cre- 
breſcunt, &» remedia nulla proſpiciunt. Feed 
thy flock with thy Rod, faith the Lord to his 
Prophet. The flock muſt be,ted, and to that 
effe&/ the Rod muſt be truittal. 

There are' bitter Almonds whoſe virtue is 
to allay the fumes, digeſt 'the crudittes and 


dry 


Fra 3 | 
dey ap th itiundations*of \Intempetaite, 
oper ObſtraQions ;' theſe! of Coverouſneſs 
and; Oppreſſion, to expel the wind; thar 
flats 'OF pride and vanity, to purge the-reihs 
and the 777% man of all ordinate lufts and 
paſſons," and very uſeful 'toſmooth the $kiti of 
2 Chriſtians '04tward converſation, to make it 
beautiful and lovely. And there are ſweet Al- 
monds too, which afford-an oyl/ and milk to 
cloſe the wonnds of a broken heart,to refreſh 
the weak, to cool the Calentares of diftem- 
pered Conſciences, and bring them to repoſe 
and comfort. OY UI3S72 


When we have ſuch folid'and ſuch wital, 
ſack florid and ſuch frurful 'Rods as theſe 
ſet before the flock. Methinks we ſhould 
all be of Jacobs breed; our/inward concep- 
_ tions, and outward productions; ' our hearts 
and our works ſhould be of -the ſame com<-_ 
plexion','by the transforming Power of a hap- 
py imitation. urge) Sorfs 177 70 ir 


To conclude, life confiſteth in motion, 
and the ©igour of Hfe diſcovers it ſelf in'the 
quickneſs of that motion 3 and eyen'by the 
conſtitution of his Rod;'' Aaroris inftructed 
1-5-1 [ ro 


Jer: 1.11312, 


| 
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ta uſe - Expedition” 1n-the Adminiſitation of 
his. Diſcipline. For the Alimord-tiee hath 


its name: from the farwardneſs of it's: pros 
ducians, - When cauſes, which. fall under 
lang before they come'to- a, Decifion,: this 
3s an ill, ſign 3, and provokes juſtly to; com. 
plaint . and. purumnring. It argues. thai Rod 
to be blind or dumb. ; ſoft ' or fiupsd; - with 
out ſting or life, '-not- like'. the  Rotl that 
ſhoots up by Gods appointment ; for thar 
is: followed with: 4 ſpeedy ſentence, and « 


due execution. 


| Let the Rod' be Expeditions in its Pro. | 
ceſs, . that there be no- cauſe of wmrmuring 
npon that actount, and. then men wil 
ſfiand' in awe 'of- the ſting, and reverence 
the eye..and obey. the woice of it, And 
not only ſo, but finding ſhelter and pro. 
teGzon in. the; leawes, Beauty and Orna» 
ment-in thebloſſoms, Food, Phylick and refreſh 
ment in the fruit, they will delight to 
dwell under. the ſhadow of. t, When 
they, ſee it Soveraign to heal; and ſweeten 
all. our. bjttes, waters; of. irife, |. they will 
cally, belieye of this, what the Jews mm by 

a 
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able of that other, That it deſcends from 
the tree of life ; They will cry out Serwetur 
endeavour to have it flouriſh, and pray 
that it may be preſerved and proſper, in 
the Church amongſt us, to the Worlds 
end, Amen, 


FINIS. 


